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PREACHED AT 
T0 td Ot 


BEFORE THE RIGHT 
Worlhipfull Sir Richard Hutton Knight, 


one of his Maieſties Tuſtices of the 
Court of Common Pleas, 


LAMENT, 4. 9. | 
They that be ſlaine with the ſword, are better they they thas 
be ſlaine with hunger for theſe pine away, ſtricken throggh for 
want of the fruits of the field, 


LONDON, 
Printed, by Iobn Haviland for Richard Miarg nd 


are to be ſold at his ſhop inSaint Dunſtans- 
 Church-yard. 1623, 


of 
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TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL, 


SirRICHARD HyvTTON Knight, 
one of his Maieſties Iuſtices of the 
Court of Common Pleas, 


Right Worſhipfull, 


T was the cuſtome of the Perſian 
Kings, when they ſaw their chil- 
dren miſdemeane themſelues , at 
the firſt to ſpare them, and to pu- 
iſh their [eruants in their fioht, 
40 trie if that would terrific them 

from their ſiniſter courſes : Thus 

; hath the King of Kings of late 
dealt with 1s, who as we hope are his children ; for noting 
our misbehaniour, be hath ſpared Vs, and with immoderate 
ſpowers and ouer-ſwelling waters he hath puniſhed the 
earth that was created to be ſerwiceable to vs. Many can 
familiarly diſcourſe of this, but few make any good vſe 
thereof : which 1 haue ſeene and obſerued with ſorrow. 

And knowing it a dutie incident to my calling, to put men 

A 2 4 


in minde of Gods ſecret admoniſhments, I applied my me- 
ditations to that purpoſe, which 1 alſo delivered in your 
Worſhips preſence, and hane now (according to your ve- 
queſt) ſent you 4 true copie of the ſame. The manifold on- 
deſerued kindneſſes which Thane receiucd from you, doe_s 
binde me to make an + 17 acknowledgement of my loue 
ard dutie to you, which 1 ſhall be ready wpon enery occaſion 
to manifeſt, and my praiers ſhall alwaies attend you and 
your Familie. 


From Spoforth the 
21. of October. 


Your Worſhips alwayes at command, 


RoszekT OxLieyx, 


PREACHED AT 


GOVLDSBROVGH 


in Torke-ſhire/. 


P$SAL. 107. 34. 


A fruitfull land maketh he barren, for the Þic- 
kedneſſe of them that dwell therein. 


Mongft- the manifold grieuances 
which befell man-kinde, for the 
fall and diſobedience of man, it 1s 
not to be forgotten, that the Lord 
curſed the very earth for his ſake; 

Rh | adiudging itto bring forththornes, 

== and thiſtles, and to become barren, 
accordingto this ſaying of the Pſalmiſt, 4 fruirfult 
land maketh he barren, for the wickedneſſe of them that 
dwell therein, Barren (I ſay) either bringing forth no 
fruits at all, or ſuch as where 
Jufclix lolium, 65 ſteriles dominantir avene, 


A3 ſuch 
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Gen. 3. 4 


Pro, 3-16» 
Gen, 3. L 


ſuchas in the growth is ouer-growne with darnell, 
ſmothered with choaking thornes,and the pureſt graine 
ſpoiled with waſting cockle. T he wily Serpent in his 
helliſh conference with our Grandame Ewe, promiſed 
length of daies, a gift that Wiſdome is ſaid to bring in 
her right hand, length of daies is in her right hand, andin 
her left riches andglory: he promiſed dominion, Eritss 


ficut dy, ye {hall be like Gods, bur inſtantly the earth, 


whoſe Lord whilomethey was, denied to pay her tri- 
bute, but vpon condition, /c/. that they ſhould take 
paines to till her z whence it comes to palle to bee ſo 
with vs now, that if we expe profit from the earth, 
then ( inniFo bove aratra trabuntyr ) we mult ripvp the 
bowels of the earth : and yet this is not all, for who- 
ſocuer it be that plants or waters, it is God onely that 
giues the increale ; Except the Lord build the houſe, the 
worke-mans labour is but in vaine : Wheretore if wee 
would haue good ſucceſle to follow our enterprizes, if 
we would haue our paines and labours in our callings, 
to yeeld fruits anſwerable to. our expeRation,then muſt 
we ſo compoſeour affeftions, anddiſpoſe our affaires, 
that we may walke worthy in the ſighr of God : which 
if we doe, he will bleſle vs, and that which we goe a» 
bout, he will proſper all our proceedings : bur it wee 
miſ-ſpend our time,and live impiouſly, wickedly, we 
may purpoſe, but God will diſpoſe, be will ſo diſpro(- 
per our proceedings, and fruſtrate vs of our hope,that 
whatſoeuer wetake in hand ſhall be vaine and fruit- 
eſſe : yea ournatiue ſoyle the ground that we tread 
vpon, for our ſinnes ſhall be curſed, and deſpoyled 
of her glory, ( 1.) her fruicfulneſſe, as heere teſtifi- 
eh the Plalmiſt, 4 fruitful land maketh bee barren 


for 


for the wickedneſſe of them that dwell therein. 

The Prophet Dawd that ſweet ſinger of 1/744, is the 
vnqueſtioned author of this Pſalme : he compoſed it, 
partly to ſtirre men vp to gratefulneſle, in regard. of 
Gods gratiouſneſſe towards them ; but more ſpecially 
todiſcouer the error of thoſe, which deny the vniuer- 
fall and particular prouidence of God, in ordering and 
diſpoſing the things of this world ; for as ( in reſpe&t 
of God) his creation was the mother that broughe 
forth the world, with all things therein, fo his 
prouidence is the nurſethart bringeth it vp : as his cxea- 
tion gaue it a being, ſo his prouidence keepeth it in 
thateſſe : as his creation ereted the whole fabricke of 
the world, and compoſed and ſet in order all the parts 
thereof, ſo his prouidence keepeth itin repaire, it go- 
uerneth and diſpoſerh all the particulars therein : this 
he doth conuince, by many examples of things done, 
both by ſea and by land, which haue ſo come to paſlle, 
that of neceffitie we muſt grant their cauſes and effets 
to haue beene wholly gouerned by God; but his ſpe- 
ciall argument, tending to that purpoſe, and ſtanding 
in neareſt reference to my text, is drawne from the con- 
tideration of thoſe changes and alterations, which ig- 
norance commonly doth aſcribeto fate or fortune, as 
the fruitfulneſſe, and vnfruitfulnefſe of the earth : 
which proceeds from the ſeaſonablenes & the vnſeafo- 
nableneſſe of the weather. Theſe things come not to 
paſſe as Epicures fondly dreame, by ; —_ nor as 
the Peripateticks hold, by a general! providence z nor 
as the Stoicks auerre, only by the operation of ſecond 
cauſes,but by Gods ſpeciall prouidence,ordinance,and 
appointment, whoſe ations are free, not bound to the 
obſeruance 


'K' o | - [y ij - 


obſeruance of times, nor meanes, who when it plea- 
ſth him, can ſend the former and latter raine in due 
ſeaſon, who (as itis inthe verſe following my text ) 
can make of a parched wilderneſle, a ſtanding warter, 
and extra& water ſprings out of a drie ground, ſo that 
the hills ſhall flourith, and the valleys ſtand thicke with 
oraine, and grafſe : and againe when fulneſle brings 
forth forgettulneſſe, and men artribuce that which they 
haue, to the goodneſle of their land, or greatneſſe of 
their labour, and doe not acknowledge God to be the 
Author thereof, then ( as itis inthe verſe before my 
text) he turneth the fleud into a wilderneſſe, and drieth 
op their water ſprings : Then, 4 frwitfull land maketh he 
barren, for the wickedneſſeof them that dwell therein, 

In theſe words are two things obleruable. 

i. Aiudgement. 
2. Thecauſethereof, 

In the iudgement there is a metamorphoſis, or 
change, of wealth into want, plenty into pouerty, 
fruittulneſle into barrenneſle : A fruitfuil land maketh he 
barren. 

The impulltue cauſeis, the wickedneſſe of them that 
awell therein, Firſt tor the firit, /cil.rhe ludgemeat : 
wherein not?, the Author of ir, and the iudgementit 
{cIfe. The Auchor of the iudgement is indefinitely ex- 
preſt vnder the Pronoune zlle, mateth he, that is, the 
Lord, by his power,maketh the wilderneſle a ſtanding 
water, and waterſprings of a drie ground, and there- 
by cauſcth fruittulneſſe; and when heis thereunto pro- 
uoked, by the inhabitants ſlunes, then hee turneth the 
foud into a wilderneſſe, aid maketh the fruitfulleff coun- 
tries become extreme barren. A fruitful land m_— he 
arren, 


fruicfulneſſEand barrerinelle;jcis he that ſehderh plenty 
or potertie. Whencetwoleſfotis may be taken forth, 
ſcaſonable for two ſorts of people, {Gl 

1. The rich. 

2. The poore. 

For the rich: The king may not boaſt ofhis great Be- 
bel, nor the rich man of his full barnes, but as hauing 
nothing ſaue what they haue receiued, they ſhould fay, 
Not unto vs Lord not onto vs, but to thyname be aſcribed 
the glory. For the poore, they ſhould'reſt tontented 
with their portion, and legititnate Gods proceeding, 
forit is he, that either forer1all of their patience, or to 
reclaime them from their peruerſneſle, hath curned 
cheir fritirfulneſſe inco barrennelſe : A fruitful land mg- 


keth Be Bren. Thus much for the Author. Now far. 


the iudgement ir ſelfe : wherein obſerue the matrer 
and the manner. For the matter,it is a change of fruit- 
fulnefle into barrenneſſe. What it is to be fruutfull, and 
whatit is to be barren, is well knowne ; and that ſuch 
changes have chanced experience teſtifieth : and there- 
fore we paſle by the matter of the iudgement, and 
come tothe manner of it, /cil. to ſhew how the Lord 
effeeth this change, how hee maketh a fruictyll land 
to become barren. The Lord maketh a fruifull land 
barren, by one of theſe three mearies, /cl. either 

Firk,by his ſupernaturall power, or 

Secondly, by naturall meanes, or 

Thirdly, by vnnaturallmen. 

Firſt,by his ſupernatural power, whereby contrary | 

tothe courſe of nature, he makerh the heauen as iron, 


theearthas braſle; as he didin the daies of Eljah, when : ng 17, 
B : 


there 


birres:\ So thienitis'the Lotd that is the Author of 


[, 


there fell nioraine vpon the face of the earth, for thees © 


eares ſpace, which cloſed vp their water ſprings, 

that tle cauſed ſucha dearth, and bod Law 
ſeconded with ſuch a famine, as deſtroyed multitudes, 
both ofmen and beaſts. 
« Secondly, as the Lord maketh a fruitfull land 

barren by his ſupernaturall ; ſo hee can effe& the 
ſame by naturall meanes, when hee vſeth the crea- 
' tures (which were created for the vſe and ſeruice 
of man) to bee the correRors and reprouers of the 
faults of ,men, To inlarge this by ſome inſtances: 
Amongſtthe elements, the fire.is Connie a Crea- 
ture,that without the heat thereof, neicher man nor any 
thing made for the good of man, could grow or pro- 
ſper z this, I ſay, at Gods appointment, to mans great 
preiudice and hinderance,rageth with vamercifyl tury, 
conſuming to aſhes, the dwellings, commodities, and 
the bodies of men : The aire,a ſweet element made for 
man to breathe in, which he draweth into his intralsto 
preſerue the ſpirit of life ; he can alter the propertie 


thereof, making it contagious, and infeftious, inſpiring. 


for life, death and deſtruction : The waters,to which he 
hath ſet bounds thatthey ſhould nar paſle, ar his per- 
miſſion overflow their bankes, and then without all 
refiſtance, drowne corne fields,medowes, paſtures, and 
whatſocuer commeth within the currant of their. 
ſtreames : The earth, which was created fruirfull, to 
make it ſelfe barren, yeelds thornes, thiſtles, and briers, 
which choake the growth of corne ; cockle, darnell, 
and tares,which binde it faſt to the ground ; caterpil- 
lers, and locuſts, which eat it inthe blade ; mildewes, 
which blaſt it in the Eare: with ſundrie other deſtruQti-, 

ons 


ons of the husbandmans labour, for there is noe any * 
=_ of that which is either ſowne, or planted by the 
hand of the husband-man, buthath ſome impedimene 
and hinderance from che earth or aire to annoy it; and 
they are all iuft iudgements ſent from God, whereby 
he maketh 4 fruitful land barren, for the wickedneſſe of 
them that dwell therein. 

Thirdly, the Lord maketh a fruicfull land barren by 
vnnaturall men. 

1. Whereof one ſort being forgetfull of the ſaying, 
non nobis nati,we are not borne tor our ſelues onely,bue 
todoe good to orhers,aretherfore too caretull for their 
owne, and too carelefſe for others welfare : their care is 
to doe wilchiete ro others, if themſelues may gaine 
thereby, for ayming at their priuate gaine,they ingroſle 
and hoord vp the commodities and treaſures of the 
lang, till chey haue cauſed a publique dearth ; theſe, I 
fay, are Gods inſtruments, though thgy intend ir not, 
& effe& that vnwitringly,which he willeth; they are his 
rod wherewith he ſccurgeth his people for their ſins. 

2. Another ſort careleſſe both of themſelues and 
others, like deſperate Pyrats endeuour to bore holes in 
the (hip they faile in, thereby to finke it in the Ocean, 
like Vipers they labour tocar out the bowels of their 
natiue ſoyle, their mother countrey which brought 
them forth, by ſtirring vp mutinous ſedition, and ciuill 
diſcord ; during which rumults there is no time to ſow 
the ground, nor plant vineyards; nor any opportune 
ſeaſon to gather thoſe fruits of increaſe which the earth 
yeelds withouttillage, bur all is laid wafte,andthe land 
made barren ; and then, ( when the Lord either by his 
fupernaturall power, hath ſhut faſt the windowes of 

B 2 _ heauen, 


47 248 


C0. 


0. » heavuen,b 
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en, by denying the former and the larter rain 
diffolued A: BAKE clouds So Ter hoe 


#ſil.78. ver; £rs 3 Of when by natural meanes, he giues your fruits 


to the Caterpillar, your labours to the Graſhopper, and your 
Mulbery trees to the froſt ; or when by vnnaturall men, 
through their vnnarurall praiſes, he hath deſpoyled 
the earth of her fruictulneſle, and made the land bar- 
ren) then I ſay, what followes, but famine and peſti- 
lence ; firſt ſtepsin famine, then which thereis norem- 
porall puniſhment more pinching and miſerable, inſo- 


2 $25.:4.4,14, Much that the Prophet Danza, being put to his choyce 


into which one of the threeeuils he would fall into, ra- 
ther chuſed the peſtilence then it; forit is alingring 
and long-laſting torment,and hath driven men to thoſe 
extremities &enormities, that nothing elſe could doe : 
ichath made mothers murtherers, and turned the ſan- 
Qtuarie of life into the ſhambles of death ; it hath bro- 
ken downe the hedges both of nurture and nature: for 
in ordinary courſe man is not meat for man, but man- 


: Fe. 6.2.28. Chet for his maker, yet hath famine made thoſe wombes 


which gaue children harbour before their births, after- 
wards become the place of their burial]; it hath made 
the practiſes of men lamentable, and abominable, both 
to bee pitied and abhorred. It made one, as oſe- 


De bells 11d5i- phus rel ateth,to cut the throat of another,thar he might 


get the*morſell he had put in his mouth, ere it was 
deſcended into his maw. When famine hath plaid her 
part, then commeth peſtilence,for they two attend the 
one vpon the other, and this latter finding ſuch feeble 
and weake reſitance, (the ftrength of nature by the 
former being diſabled) throwes whole multitudes 


groue-long on the ground: and thus you lee that when 
| men 


' men farger their maker, the ſenſleſle creatures, as if 
they were ſenlible of wrongs done to their Creator, 
come ſhouldring, crowding,. and ſtriving, which of 
them ſhould firſt take reuenge of vs, in-their maſters 

uarrell ; the fire conſumes our manlions, the aire in- 
ts our breath, the waters drowne our fruits, the 
earth like an angrie merchant, when it hath ſhewed 
rich wares, (huts vp the ſhop, and leaues vs neuer the 
better for them; and theſe are the judgements of God, | 
ſent to make 4 frwitfull land barren fo the wickzdueſſe . 
of them that dwell therein, 

But quid hoc ad rombum ? What is all this to the, 
purpoſe ? Peraduenture the Plalmiſt might haue ſome 
cauſe to ſpeake this to the people of the ewes, and to 
the land of Iſrael ; but what is this to vs, and to the 
land of Exeland? Yes (beloued ) the glalle reflets 
to vs : for, for the ſubieR, ſcil. A fruitfel land; Such: 
a one is this triangle Iland wherein we -liue, and that 
which Moſes (pas of the fruitfulneſle of the land of 
Iſrael, may beafirmed of the land of Englazd; The 
Lord thy God, ſaith Meſestolfrael, bripgeth thee inte 
4 co0d land, a land of brookes of water, of fountaines, 
and acepes that ſpring out of wallies and bils, 4 land of 
wheat and barley, a land wherein thou ſhalt cat bread 
without ſcarceneſſe, thas ſbalt not lacks awy thing. in 
it : a, land whoſe ſtones are iron, and out of whoſe. 
mountaines thou mayeſt. digge- braſſe, In all theſe re- 
ſpets Emeland. is fruitfull as well as Iſrael; it affords 
dilhes dreſt with daintiesz Garners fraught with, 
graine, 'ſtaules filled with. faglings, orchards full of 
fruits ; gardens, and fields aſperſed- and' enamuled- 
with varictie of fragfant flowers, innumerable; mulci- 
B 3 p tudes, 


Dex. $,7. 9. . 


P78. 1 5-21.31, 
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tudes of water-ſprings, whereof ſome ſhew wonder 
full effes in curing diſeaſes, pleaſant rivers, runni 

Meander-like along their (iluer ſhores : a ſweet =. 
wholſome aire to breathe in; and what not ? requiſite 
either for the profic or pleaſure of man : ſo that our 
land isas it were, the treaſurie and ſtore-houſe of Gods 
bleſſings : and we may affirme as truly as any other 
nation, that our lot and portion is fallen vs in a good 
land. But what then? is our gold become dimme ? 
hath God made our fruitfull land barren? no, he hath 
not, and therefore here I muſt for application, make 
vie of that, that the Pſalmiſtmakes the burthen or vn- 
der-ſong of this Pſalme, O that mes would therefore 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſſe, and declare the wonders 
that he doth for the children of men; that they would ex- 
alt him in the congregation of the people, and praiſe him 
inthe ſeat of the elders; and ſo much the rather, be- 
cauſe he hath not only giuen vs this good and fruit- 
full land, but withall ſends vs calme and peaceable 
times, to enioy the fruits thereof : we are not, nor we 
haue notthis long time ( bleſſed be Gods name for it ) 
beene ſcard with the barkings of vacouth Wolues, 
but ſo as euery man might quietly reſt, and repoſe 
himſelfe vnder his owne vineand his owne fig-tree; we 
haue peace, the childe of heauen; plentie, the childe of 
peace; pleaſure, the childe of plentie : We are raiſed 
vp to our labours by the noiſe of the cocke, which 
chirping ſo merily, can greet the morning, whereas 
others are raiſed vpto the bactell, by the ſound of the 
trumpet : ſo that inthis reſpe& alſo, God hath bleſſed 
vs aboue other countries. Doe butlooke about you, 
and whilſt youtremble at the plagues naturall ro your 
neighbours, 


O 


ho 


"neighbours, bleſſe God for your ſafetie. I tf 
. confines, Chriſtendomez Polonia, and H 
feſted by the Turke, who like Senacherib, hath ſen 
his hoſt to defie the living Lord : 1talie groaneth vnder 
the ſlaucrie of Antichriſt ; France ſometimes a flou- 
riſhing kingdome, now made wretched through her 
owne vnciuill ciuill warresz Germanie for long time 
knew not what peace meant, and yet their warre is not 
ended, but for atime by truce ſuſpended : Ireland bath 
felt the fruits of her rebellion : Bohemia is made the 
cock-pit for all Chriſtendome to fight their battells ing 
only England remaines like Gideons fleece, drie and ſe- 
cure, when the raine of Gods iudgement hath wetin a 
manner the whole earth belides : a peaceable Prince 
leads vs, and the Prince of peace leads him : and there- 
fore 1 muſt needs once more ſay-with the Pſalmiſt, 
' Othat men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſſe, and. 
declare the wonders that he doth for the children of mes. 
Well, but the Sunne doth not alwaies ſhine, neither is, 
there any time, or day of iollgie without an evening, 
of concluſion, if no cloud of diſturbance preuent ir 
with ouercafting : and therefore though all-things- be 
well with vs now, and our, fand yet continues fruitfull,, 
yet it may be otherwiſe, and then, conſidering that 
God is the author of all alterations, let vs examine 
whether we by our cariage and. demeanour- towards 
him, haue not alreadiedeſcrued a change or-no : Lee: 


arie, I 2 eg, 18, 


vs after the example of the man going to. warre, it 
: dy we Ae Luk. 14-31; 


downe, and take aduice, whether we be able with ten. 
thouſand, to meet him thatcommeth againft vs-with- 
twentie thouſand, or no: after this examination-held, ; 
doubrleſſe.we ſhall finde thatwe haue deſerued 4 


_— 


ke ſhould withdraw his goodueſſt flow vs,” Þh that 
we haue inſtly prouoked himvto'ſend forth his power * 
apainſt vs, whichif he doe, we arenot able to anſiver 
him one for a thouſand; the leaft and meaneſt of his 
creaturesare too forcible for vs, if' he ſet them to fight: 
an hoſt of froggs, anarmie of graſhoppers, aſwarme 
of flies, diſmaid King Pharas, and all his people ; then 
fs remnoſtram ſapimus, it webe ſpiritually wiſe, whilſt 
the enemie isa farre off,cre Gods tudgements fall ypon 
vs, we will ſend forth our Embaſſadours, our feruent 
praiers, and ſerious _ to delire conditions of 
peace : and for our former miſdeeds, we ſhould re- 
ſolue, and promiſe amendment of life : and ſo much 
the rather ſhould we doe this, becauſe if we doe duely 
obſerueit, he hath alreadie giuen- vs' faire warning to 
take heed. Doth-not the fire euery yeere conſume our 
manſions in ſome part of ourland ?' Heare we'not of 
inundations of waters? with vnſcafonable weather 
in the extremes? This may ſerue to teſtifiethat God is 
angrie, and to pnt vs in*minde of the deluge of our 
ſins : the crie of them reacheth vnto heauen,and there 
workes our woe, by turning one yeere into drineſle, 
ro make theland barren - Bethe next diſloluing into 
liquid teares, and-.immodFate ſhowers, dropping 
downe for fatneſle, dearth and death. Lnirgiid id eft, 
times :howſoeuer the matters, we may well feare.that 
itis our rebellion againſt God, tharmakes this commos- : 
tion of the creatares againſt vs : hath notthe Lord of 
late time caſt forth-his ice like morſels? Ir will be 
remembred whilſt Chronicles can ſpeake, that within 
theſe few yeeres, the earth was faſt bound with a pro- 
digious froſt to Englands wonderment, when Thames 
was 


744 painted fot cartand on one day able to 
ſupporca waight of wonder, and on the next diſſolued 
into liquid waters : at that time it pierced ſo deepe into 
the bowels of the earth, that the effeRs thereof as yet 
are ſenlible. Surely this ſhould warne vs of our zeale 
to God-wards, more cold then ilicles on a winters 
day hanging at our doores : ſtrange itis, that ſo man 
Sun-ſhigesas haue beene ſince, and ſhowers of Gods 
mercies ſtill powred vpon vs, ſhould not haue thawed 
our frozen hearts, and bred an alteration of life in vs. 
But not totrouble you with recounting things paſt; 
obſerue but with me this iudgement, that euen now 
hangs ouer you ; now is your harueſt come, at which 
time ( asthe old ſaying is) God openeth his barne 
doores, and inuites your labours to gather your winter 
prouiſion ; but doth not he himſelfe vic the bluſtring 
windes as his flaile, to threſh the corne out of the eare, 
before you can gertit from off the earth? | 

Now hath God ſpread his table, for ſo I may terme 
the earth, and furniſhed ic with daintie cates and 
viands, with a rich ſtore of corne and grafle : but 
doth he not vie immoderate ſhowers, and vamerci- 
full louds,as a voider to take all away,before you haue 
ſtaid your ſtomacks? Thinke not that this comes by 
chance, nor fix your cies vpon the arrow that wounds 
you, but vponthe hand that drew the bow ; looks 
higherthen the clouds, and you ſhall ſee the finger of 
Godinthe worke, for the inter-courle and change of 


weather is ordered by his prouidence : 7 ( faith the A4mos.4. 7. 


Lord) have with-holden the raine from you, when there 
Was yet three moneths to the harueſt, 1 cauſed it to raine 
o/þ0n one citie, and cauſed it not to rajne vpon axother citie. 

E And, 


"943.99 And, Path the rene Father? faith 106, and who bath © 
WE anagas begotten the drops of dew? And, Are there any among the - 


wanities of the Gentiles that can cauſe raine ? faith a Pro- 
phet, or can the heauens giue ſhowers? art not thou only 
he, © Lord our God? This granted, /cl. that the clouds 
are Gods bottles, and that he only emptieth them 
when, where, and in-whar meaſure he will ; ic plainly 
appeares, that this vnſcaſonable ſeaſon, is his meſſen- 
ger, purpoſely ſent, either 

1, To trie ourpatience, or 

2, Toreclaime vs from our linnes. 

1. If for the formerend, we ought to be ſo far from 
grudging and murmuring at it, that contrarily wee 
thould welcome it with a cheerefull heart. When a 
man would buy an earthen veſlell, he will knocke vp- 
on it with his hand, and judge of the ſoundneſle of it 
by the ſound : when God doth knocke vpon vs by a- 
ny crolſe, if we ſound cleerely and beare our ſelues 
cheerefujly, it is a hopefull ſigne, that we are meet for 
his acceptance ; bur if we returnean hoarlſe noiſe of 
murmuringand repining, it is a feartull token, that we 
{hall be reie&ed, 

2. Butif this meſſenger be not ſent ſo much to trie 
our patience, as to reclaime vs from our ſinnes, if theſe 
immoderate ſhowers tell vs that our ſinnes haue kept 
no low water, the tide of them hath euer beene ſwel- 
ling, then let vs humble our ſelues before God by re- 
pentance, leſthe humblevs with greater afflictions : 
and ſeeing that the waters of ſinne haue deſcended 
downeintoour ſoules,let vs draw them vp againe with 
buckets of ſighes, and pumpe them out in riuers of 
teares : let oureies guſh forth with teares, 1n p_ 
OT 


for our ſclues, in compaſhon for others, becauſe nei- 
ther we northey haue fo keptthe law of God as we 
ought : thisif we performe, happily it may be a 
meanes to preuent Gods turther tudgements, and to 
reconcile vs againe to his fauour : and euery one of 
vs ought to performe this , becauſe that though this 
iudgement be not alike ſhewed againſt our whole land, 
but ſome part, and therein ſome perſons doe ſpecially 
feele the {mart of it; yer,cunc twa res agitur, we ſhould 
beſo ſenſible onedt anothers mileries, that we ſhould 
takerheſe indgements that betall others, as warnings 
ſent to admoniſh vs. Thoſe vpon whom the rower of 
Siloan fell, were they greater (inners then all the reſt in 
Hieruſalem? 7 tell you no, ſaith Chriſt, but except you 
repent, ye ſhall likewiſe periſh, Inthatany are ſpared, it 
is of his mercie: the Lord hath often, heretofore, and 
euen now hath found vs ſecurely ſleeping in our ſins, 
as Dauid found Saul {leepingin a caue, cutting a 
of our garment, touching a corner of our land with 
aflitions; and though we haue all deſerued to feele 
the ſcourge of his iudgement, yet of his mercie hee 
leaues peace within our Walls, plentie within our Pa- 
laces, making good the prouerbe concerning the rain- 
bow,ſcil. that Gods bowe is without a bolt; hethreat- 

neth much and warneth often, before he will ſuffer his 

whole diſpleaſureto ariſe z what then, Shall we con- 

tinue in finne, that grace may abound ? God forbid: 

nay, God hath forbidden ir, for that will inhance his 

wrath, and improue his anger againſt vs ; rather let vs 

fearethat the regions are not yet white forthe harueſt, 
the {innes of the land arenot yet mellow for Gods 
iudgements, bur like a bottle caſt into the water, 
C 2 which 
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which whilſt itis but partly full, leaneth to the one 
ſide ; but when itis filled tothe brim,it (inketh direaly 
to the botrome : ſo we oughtto feare, that though in 
reſpe& of Gods iudgements, our land yet leaneth bur 
tothe one (ide z yet when thoſe waters of Mara, thoſe 
bitter waters are brim full, when the (inne of the land, 
the meaſure of iniquitie is filled, there is then nothing 
to be looked for, but an vtter ruine and downe-fall, 
What ſhall I ſay then? Ariſe, quoth Elias to Ahab, 7 
heare a ſound of abundance of raine, prepare thy Cha- 
rior, except thou paſſe quickly thou canſt not paſſe. Here 
the ſound of the raine prevented the danger that 
might haue come by it: O thatit would be ſo with 
vs, that being fore-warned, we would be fore-armed, 
that the ſound & fore-telling ofthe iudgement, would 
bea meanes to preuent the execution thereof : doubt- 
leſſe our linnes haueiuſtly prouoked Gods juſtice to 
proceed to the chaſtiſement of {inners, yetin his mer- 
ciche firſt puts the axe tothe root of the tree, to ſee if 
reformation of manners and amendment of life will 
preuent the cutting downe. Let vs therefore make vſe 
of Gods admonitions, and be {ſchooled by them, 
leſt if we continue in ourſinnes, we force the Lord 
to extend his wrath againſt vs,& to turne our fruirfull 
land into barrenneſle, for the wickedneſle of vs that 
dwell therein. Thus much ſhall ſerue for the iudge- 
ment, A fruitfull land maketh he barren. 

II. Now we come to ſpeake of the cauſe of the 
indgement, in theſe words, ſor the wickedneſſe of them 
that dwell therein. Adthough it betrue that Almightie 
God doth vilit ſome of his ele people, for no cauſe 
Or crime by them committed, as appeares by the man 
| that 


that was blinde from his birth : concerning whoto, 


iudgement was befallen him for his owne linne, or for 
the linnes of his parents, he anſwered, that it was for 
neither,but that the workes of God might be manifeſted in 
him : yet notwithſtanding this, I no where tinde it, 
that Godeuerbenthis ire againſt a whole kingdome, 
and madea ftruitfull land to become barren, till he was 
thereunto vrged by the linnes of the people 3 but 
when men perſiſt in inning, he then proceeds to pu= 
niſhing. There haue beene foure flouriſhing Monar- 
chies in the world, and ſinne hath let downe the (t- 
newes of them all, and made them barren : Luſt dif- 
ſolued the firſt Monarchie amongſt the Afirians ; 
Prodigalitic ſupplanted the ſecond of the Perlians ; 
Ambition diſmembred the third of the Grecians 
hidden hatred and priuate malice wracked the fourth 
of the Romans. Sinne cauſed the floud that drowned 
the old world, brought the fire from heanen that 
burnt Sodome and Gomorrah, opened the earth to 
ſwallow Corah, Dathan, and Abiram : and how often 
did it prouoke the Lord to punilh his owne people, 
euen his people Iſrael, which was deare vnto him as 
the apple of his eie, & Signet on his finger? So that this 
euill is the cauſe of alleuils, it cauſeth all afflitions 
and calamities, all paine and penurie, it depriueth vs 
of all Gods ſpirituall bleffings and remporall benefits, 
and ( ſtill roput you in minde of this preſent occaſion) 
doubtleſle it is our {innes that haue cauſed theſe im- 
moderate ſhowers and vnſeaſonable weather, where- 
by the Lord makes our fruitfull land barren. This be-- 


ivg thus,it ſhould teach vs, 
| c 3 Tz, To- 
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18 Jerimon preac 
1. To bewaile our linnes paſt. 
2. To beware of {innes to come. 

i. To bewaile (innes paſt : Shall che young Swal- 
lowes, our vnbridled youngſters ſing in the warme 
chimneyes; ſhall the luſtfull Sparrowes, noRiuaganr 
adulcerers, fit chirping about our houles; fhall the 
filching Iayes, ſecret theeues, rob our Orchards, ſhall 
the Kice and Cormorant, deuoure and hoord our 
fruits? And ſhall not the Doues mourne, and the 
voice of the Turtle be heard in our land, for theſe 
cnormities? Letnot our hearts be ſo hid-inthe Maze of 
yanities, that repentance cannot finde them out z ſhall 
che heauens ſhed teares, and the earth mourne for our 
finnes, and ſhall not we be moued? Rather ler vs haue 
Gureies like the fiſh-ponds of Hesbon ſtanding full 
of water, that ſo we may appeare beautifull in the (ighr 
of our beloued Spouſe: let vs with David put on 
ſackcloth, and mourne with ſorrow, that God may put 
it offand giftd vs with gladnefle. And as we ſhould 
bewaile {innes palt, ſo 

2. Weſhould beware of ſinne to come, and ſpeci- 
ally we muſt forthis purpoſe beware of theſe particu- 
lar (innes, ſc. 1. Improuidence, 2.Impertinent curio- 
ficie, 3. Vnconſcionableneſle in the vie of Gods crea» 
eures, 4. Vnthankfulneſlc; for theſe are ſpecia]l meanes 
and motiues, to cauſe the Lord to turnea fruittull land 
into barrennefle, Firſt, we muſt not be improuidenr, 
but if we would haue God tocare for vs, we muſt care 
for our ſclues, and euery one ſeeke to liue, either 
by the ſwear of his braine, or of his brow, painfully 
performing the duties of his calling. And that done, for 
the euent, and ſucceſle of our labours, we muſt not be 

Sad, impertinently 


impertigently curious, which is the ſecond vice to be 4; 
eſchewed: for when men ſacrifice to their nets, attri- Habe, 1.18. 


buting their thrivingto their owne induftrie, and for 
that cauſe ſlander the froſt and the haile, and murmur 
at whatſoeuer ſeemes to croſle their hope, then they 
prouoke God to takeaway the ſlaffe of their labours, 
1 meane his bleſſing from their Jabours, without which 
they are but vaine and fruitleſſe. Therefore when we 
haue prouidently done our beſt, we muſt patiently 
wait vpon the Lords pleaſure for a blefhng; and for 
the ſucceſſe, not be impertinently curious, but free! 

refer that to Gods wiſe diſpolure. When God hat 

bleſſed our labours with increaſe, and we haue the 
fruits thereof in our poſſeſſhon, then we muſt not be 
vnconſcionable in the viing, orrather abuling of his 
creatures ; whichis the third vice to be eſchewed : for 
if we roiſt and riot, and abuſe Gods bleſſings, he hath 
an ation of Waſte againſt vs, whereby he may ar 
merce vs to ſuch dammages, as ſhould quickly 
cauſe vs ſee how wiltully we haue forfeited. the title 


we had vnto them. When theriuer G:izdes had drow- Herodotus in 


ned one of Cyr«s his white horſes, the angrie King = RE 


cut ſo many channels, into which the river was diut- je4 Gitor, 


ded, that from thenceforth itloſt both depth,name, & Gen... 


glorie. If thoſe flouds of abundance, which through 
Gods bleſhng our land bringeth forth, drowne nor 
our white horſes, bat our ſoules that ſhould be white 
and ſpotleſſe, then know that God can diuide.thoſe 
ſtreames of plenty into many channels, he can draine 
anddrie them vp, conuay ther into. other mens 
hands, and diſpolleſſe vs both of the name and glo- 
rie we had by them, When God gaue his people 
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corne, and wine, and oile to vſe, and they abuſed 
them, he expoſtulated with them, why they beſtowed 
his gifts vpon their Idols. When God beſtowes his 
bleſhogs vpon vs, he muſt needs be angrie with vs, if 
we ſpend them vpon our vanitie: you are but ſtewards 
of that you haue, diſpoſe of ir wiſely, ſo as may be 
to your comfort, and your maſters glorie, that hee 
ſeeing your faithfull viage, may increaſe your ſtore, 
and augment yourtalent. And when you haue had the 
full and free vie of Gods benefits, to your comforts 
and refreſhing, then beware of vathankfulneſle, 
whichis the fourth vice to be elchued; be not like the 
ſwine vnder the tree, that looke downe to the fruits, 
but neuer looke vp to the tree from whence they 
came. Let not Gods bleſſings fall vpon vs, like ſweet 
water vpon a filthy ſinke, which returnes nothing in 
lue thereof but a noiſome ſmell ; for then {hall our 
ingratitude like a parching winde, drie vp the foun- 
taine, from whence Gods bleflings ſhould ſpring 
forth vnto vs,anddepriue our land of fruitfulneſſe. It 
is obſerued by Anatomilts, that there is giuen vnto 
man one muſcle morein the eie, then in the eie of any 
other creature, whereby he hath a facilitie to roule, 
andturneit vp to heauen-wards : this' doubtleſſe doth 
teach that man aboue all other creatures, after benefits 
receiued, ſhould lift vp his eies, hands, and heart, to 
God in thankfulneſſe. When the parched earth re- 
ceiueth raine from the clouds, whereby her thirſt is 
quenched and her drought flaked, it returneth va- 
pours, and watery matter to the clouds againe, and fo 
requiteth the former benefit, When the ſtreaming 
fountaines, and running rivers receiue ſupplie of 
: waters 
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theearth ; at length they ſend their waters downe into 
the ſea againe, in (igne of gratitude ; the boughs, and 
branches of trees, whenin the Spring time they haue 
receiued ſap from the root, to make them bud and 
bloſſome, and flouriſh with Summer fruit, at the fall 
of the leafe, they ſend it downeagaineto the root, to 
nouriſh it in the Winter ſeaſon, and thereby teſtifie 
their thankfulneſſe. Shall nature graft this afteRion in 
the ſenſleſle creatures, and ſhall not reaſon guided by. 
diuine knowledge, lead men thereunto ? Surely wee 
ſhould glorifie God for his benefits towards vs, not. 
only by word, but by workes alſo, all the ations of 
ourlite ſhould be like ſo many ſeuerall voices, with a 
{iluer rhetoricke ſounding forth the praiſes of our 
God. Thus if you doe, not being wanting to your 
ſelues, through improuidence, living withons care, 
and without calling; nor (thropgh roo much depen- 
ding vpon your own induftrie)impatiently murmuring 
at your croſſed expeRations z not being vnconſcio- 
nable in the vſe of Gods creatures, nor vathankfull to 
him for benefits receiued ; then doubtleſle the Lord . 


(according to his promiſe) will bleſſe you, and yours: pe. 7.4; 


then you ſhall not plow-the Land in vaine, the Lord 
will ſay td the South,giue, and to the North, keepe.not 
backe ; then your land ſhall open her boſome and 
bring forth her hidden treaſare : and ye ſhall rea 

the fruits thereofin due ſeaſon z ye-ſhall eat your fn 
and dwell therein in ſafetie. To conclude, remember 


this, that as you ſow ſo muſt you reape. Sow. not auſeas.7./ 


wide, (aith aProphet, for feare you reape 4 whirle- 
winae for your harueſt: (o ſay I toyou, ſow not wic- 
= kednelle, , 


kedneſle, leſt you reape barrenneſſe; but ſow godli- 
ting for profit; having receiued, be conſcionablein the 
vſing ; and after vſe had, forget not the giuer, but be 
thankfull ro God for his bleflings. Hath God done 
great things for vs 2? then let vs giue great thanks vnto 
the Lord : Doth he fundere beneficia ? then let vs fun- 
dere corda;, aſcendat gratia wt deſcendat gratia : let our 
thankfulneſle duly aſcend vp to God, that his grace 
and goodneſle may ſeaſonably deſcend downe to vs, 
that ſo our land may flouriſh, and the tfruitfulneſle 
thereof not be turned into barrenneſle, for the wicked- 
neſſe of vs that dwell therein. 


Mercifull God, we beſecch thee to be 

vnto our Nation according to thy 

name, viſit with fauour the vine 
which thou haſt planted among(t vs; and 
ſuffer not the wild boare out of the wood ro 
deſtroy it, nor the wild beaſt of the ficld to 
cat it vp; butſpare vs good Lord, ſpare thy 
people whom thou halt redeemed ; poure 
thy wrath ypon the heathen thar hauc not 
knowne thee, and vpon the people that haue 
notcalled ypon thy name : bur proſper them 
that ſecke the proſperitie of Sion ; and bee 
propitiousto them that pray for the peace 
and plentic of Icruſalem. Forgiue the crying 
{1nnes 
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neſle, be prouident, and take paines, be patient in wai- - 
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| Eucr. Amen, 
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fudgertiencs that hang ouer it : and for 


. th 
hMafihard of our ſoules, we beſecch theetg 
' walke in the mid(t of the golden Candle- 
ſticks, to ſound forth the bells of Aaron; to 
continue ang inlarge zhe free. paſſage of thy 
| _ co vs : and for the preſeruation of 
' our bodies, we pray thee, & Lord, to crowne 
- * with thy hlcſlings of plenticand fruitfulneſſe id 
* this-our nation, make our land fcaſdnablic _. 
to yeeld forth herincreaſe, that ourchreſhing 4 
"May reach ynto the vintage, andthe vintage Lech > ” 
4 tP thefowing rime; that ſo thy glorie may , © 44% 
" "Teſt with ys in or land, till wa core to' felk 
with thee in thy land.of, gloric. Grant this 
ercifull Father, we beſecch, che, fos Chriſt 
Icſas.thy Sons fake, ro whom with thegands + 
 %heholyGhoſt the bleſſed Trinitie in vaiticy 
'** be aſcribed hgnout, gloric, pbwet, 


" © praiſcanddominion, nowand 
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